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Instrument Family Matching Game

Introduce students to the instrument families of the orchestra in this matching game!

Activity Supplies
	 •	 Schooltime concert playlist recording of Sibelius, Karelia Suite, Movement 3

	 •	 Printed instrument family gamecards

	 •	 Printed instrument family playing pieces

	 •	 Scissors

STEP 1: Listen as a group to Sibelius, Karelia Suite, Movement 3 on the concert playlist. 

Ask students what instruments they hear. Identify that instruments are grouped together 

into four instrument families: strings, woodwinds, brass, and percussion.

STEP 2: Hand out the instrument family gamecard and playing pieces worksheet. Have 

students cut out the instrument family playing pieces and group them into piles.

STEP 3: Listen again as a group to Sibelius, Karelia Suite, Movement 3. Using the answer 

key, call out the name of the instrument families most prominently heard in the music. 

Have students place the corresponding playing piece on top of its matching shape on the 

gamecard.

What Do You Hear?
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Playing Pieces

What Do You Hear?
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