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The Courage to Stand 

I DREAM A WORLD 
 

 
WHAT ARE YOUR DREAMS FOR THE WORLD?  

Use the prompts below to think about the world as you would like it to be. Write down your 
thoughts. If you are comfortable, discuss your thoughts with a classmate. Then, turn your 
thoughts into a 16-line poem. If you want, try to use a similar structure as Langston Hughes: 
four stanzas of four lines each; an ABCB rhyming pattern; and iambic meter (rhythm). 

 What constitutes your world? What do you think of when you think about your world? Who is 
in it? Where is it? What size is it? What are its qualities? How would you describe it? 

 What concerns do you have about your world? What worries you? What frustrates you?  
 What are your values? What qualities or ways of living are most important to you? How do 

you make decisions? Where do you look for guidance? 
 What changes do you want for your world? Thinking about your world as it is, your concerns, 

and your values, how would you describe your ideal world? What changes are most needed 
to realize that ideal world?  


